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Summary 
MERIC’s 2003-2004 Occupational Employment Statistics Survey gathered employment 
and wage information for the 722 occupations in the state of Missouri.  These 
occupations accounted for 2.63 million jobs with an annual average wage of $34,130, 
ranking Missouri 27th nationwide.    
 
The highest paying occupations in Missouri were:  
Surgeons  
Obstetricians and Gynecologists  
Anesthesiologists  
Internists  
Psychiatrists 
  
The highest annual average wage was for Surgeons.  
Their salary of $192,590 was $10,000 higher than the 
national average for this occupation.  Other Missouri 
occupations with a higher annual average wage than 
the national average are:  Internists, Psychiatrists, 
Pediatricians, Podiatrists, Optometrists, 
Chiropractors, Pharmacists and Music Directors 
& Composers.   
 
The lowest paying occupation was Dining Room and Cafeteria Attendants and Bartender 
Helpers, whose annual average wage of $14,600 was just under $1,000 lower than the 
national average for this occupation.  None of the 25 lowest paying occupations in 
Missouri had higher annual average wages than the national average for the 
corresponding occupations. 
 
Highest Paying Occupations 
The major SOC (Standard Occupational Classification) group of Healthcare Practitioner 
and Technical Occupations accounted for 14 of Missouri’s 25 highest paying 
occupations.  Further, the top eight occupations and 13 of the top 15 occupations in 
annual average wage are contained in this major SOC. 
 
Among the remaining highest paying occupations, there are six Management 
Occupations and two Legal Occupations.  The other three were in Arts, Transportation 
and Mathematical Occupations.   
 
The following table of the 25 highest paying occupations accounted for 92,060 jobs, or 
3.5 percent of all Missouri occupations.  The average of these 25 occupations in annual 
average wage was $112,467.  
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Occupation Title 

 
Employment

MO Annual 
Average Wage 

National 
Average Wage 

Surgeons 1,090 $192,590 $181,610 

Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists 300 $173,640 

 
$176,270 

Anesthesiologists * $168,480 $174,250 

Internists, General 720 $160,550 $158,200 

Psychiatrists 550 $159,360 $150,110 

Pediatricians, General 940 $154,130 $141,520 
Oral and Maxillofacial 
Surgeons 50 $133,640 

 
$165,750 

Physicians and Surgeons, All 
Other 1,990 $133,190 

 
$137,610 

Chief Executives 12,060 $125,130 $139,920 
Family and General 
Practitioners 2,820 $124,220 

 
$138,490 

Dentists, General 1,580 $119,190 $132,850 

Podiatrists 130 $110,880 $108,400 

Lawyers 9,080 $108,030 $108,790 

Optometrists 430 $101,990 $96,780 

Chiropractors 490 $98,130 $87,390 

Sales Managers 5,420 $94,300 $95,010 

Air Traffic Controllers 330 $93,200 $99,710 
Music Directors and 
Composers 60 $92,870 

 
$43,810 

Engineering Managers 2,530 $90,720 $102,600 

Computer and Information 
Systems Managers 5,590 $88,390 

 
$98,260 

Judges, Magistrate Judges, 
and Magistrates 330 $87,410 

 
$89,360 

Pharmacists 4,720 $85,620 $84,370 
General and Operations 
Managers 33,170 $83,270 

 
$92,010 

Financial Managers 7,320 $83,210 $91,610 

Actuaries 360 $83,180 $87,460 
 

*   Employment Estimate Not Available 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Lowest Paying Occupations 
The major SOC group of Food Preparation and Serving Related Occupations accounted 
for ten of Missouri’s 25 lowest paying occupations.  Further, this SOC group contains the 
four lowest paying occupations for Missouri in annual average wage and seven of the 
nine lowest paying occupations. 
 
Among the remaining lowest paying occupations, six are in Personal Care Occupations, 
two in Forestry, two in Production and one each in Education, Sales, Building Cleaning, 
Transportation and Protective Service Occupations. 
 
The table for the 25 lowest paying occupations accounted for 330,900 total jobs or 12.5 
percent of all Missouri occupations.  The average of these 25 occupations in annual 
average wage was $16,010.   
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Occupation Title Employment
MO Annual 

Average Wage 
National 

Average Wage 
Dining Room and Cafeteria 
Attendants and Bartender 
Helpers 8,470 $14,600 

 
 

$15,470 
Waiters and Waitresses 49,520 $14,790 $15,930 
Dishwashers 10,990 $14,800 $15,600 

Combined Food Preparation 
and Serving Workers, 
Including Fast Food 56,270 $15,010 

 
 

$15,390 
Motion Picture Projectionists 280 $15,020 $19,870 
Cooks, Fast Food 15,100 $15,190 $15,250 
Hosts and Hostesses, 
Restaurant, Lounge, and 
Coffee Shop 6,470 $15,220 $16,260 
Lifeguards, Ski Patrol, and 
Other Recreational Protective 
Service Workers 1,970 $15,310 $17,530 
Counter Attendants, 
Cafeteria, Food Concession, 
and Coffee Shop 7,200 $15,470 $16,170 

Amusement and Recreation 
Attendants 3,830 $15,570 $16,630 
Ushers, Lobby Attendants, 
and Ticket Takers 1,870 $15,620 $16,780 

Maids and Housekeeping 
Cleaners 20,530 $16,160 $17,930 
Food Servers, Nonrestaurant 3,730 $16,220 $17,840 
Bartenders 9,700 $16,240 $17,240 
Cashiers 74,640 $16,490 $17,250 

 



 
 

 

Food Preparation Workers 12,160 $16,530 $17,620 
Teacher Assistants 15,570 $16,580 $17,830 
Logging Workers, All Other * $16,600 $29,240 
Child Care Workers 12,000 $16,680 $17,830 
Logging Equipment 
Operators * $16,890 $28,600 
Laundry and Dry-Cleaning 
Workers 5,610 $16,900 $18,170 
Parking Lot Attendants 1,180 $16,920 $17,650 
Personal and Home Care 
Aides 12,940 $17,100 $17,430 
Sewers, Hand 210 $17,120 $21,210 
Tour Guides and Escorts 660 $17,230 $20,640 

  *   Employment Estimates Not Available 
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